
Anglo‐Saxon 2: 

Buildings 



The Anglo‐Saxons  built their 

houses out of wood with 

thatched roofs. These would 

be grouped around a larger 

hall. All homes tended to have 

just one room with a hearth 

for cooking, hea ng and light. 

Walls could be made from planks or 

from wa le and daub. Floors could 

be planked with wood or just plain 

earth. 

Anglo‐Saxon se lement 

During the me of the Roman 

withdrawal from Britain, migrant 

Angles, Saxons and Jutes arrived to 

se le. Most avoided the Roman 

towns, preferring small villages 

although certain walled towns like 

London were never completely 

abandoned.  



Above is an archaeological plan of an excavated SFB. The 

collapsed floor boards (sugges ve of a suspended floor) are 

clearly visible as are the large number of doughnut shaped 

loom weights.  

Sunken‐Featured Buildings (SFBs) 

Also known as pit‐houses, these make up most of the buildings in a village. 

They are so named as they are partly dug into the ground. They may be 

homes but could also have served other func ons such as weaving sheds 

(loom weights are o en found in them). 



Site photograph from West Stow 

of an excavated SFB. Note the 

group of loom weights in the le  

hand bo om quadrant. 

One of the reconstructed  SFB 

buildings from West Stow. 



Larger buildings were halls, these would serve as single 

family homes. The local noble (thane) would live in a 

larger mber posted building, a king would live in a great 

hall, some measure over 20 metres long. 

SFBs could be constructed with 2, 4 or 6 posts to support the roof. If the 

planked floor was suspended then underneath could serve as a storage area. 



Interior of a hall at West Stow, furniture would 

be made from wood. Over the central hearth a 

cooking cauldron would be suspended. 

A decorated door frame. (le ) 



West Stow 

Reconstructed Anglo‐Saxon 

village brings to life how an 

Anglo‐Saxon se lement may 

have looked. 

h ps://www.weststow.org/ 

Gipeswic (Ipswich) 

Important Anglo‐Saxon town. 

h p://ipswichat.org.uk/AboutUs/History.aspx 

Further study 

A selec on of Anglo‐Saxon sites to further 

explore how and where people lived. 

Dunwich  

Capital of the Kingdom of East Anglia 

h p://www.dunwichmuseum.org.uk/ 


